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Isaiah 29

Religion without Reality



1. The Heart is the Matter

• God is not after mere external change, but 
inward renewal
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2. Religion without Reality

a) Ariel! Ariel! Ariel! (29:1-2)

• v. 1 – it is a city

• v. 1 – David encamped there

• v. 8 – Mount Zion = Jerusalem

• v. 2 – “shall be like an ariel” = play on words

• ariel: altar hearth
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2. Religion without Reality

a) Ariel! Ariel! Ariel! (29:1-2)

• the city is named for what it does
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2. Religion without Reality

a) Ariel! Ariel! Ariel! (29:1-2)

• the city is named for what it does

• false religion mixes external conformity 
with internal idolatry
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2. Religion without Reality

b) hearts far from God (29:13)
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2. Religion without Reality

b) hearts far from God (29:13)

• “their reverence for me consists of religion 
learned by rote” (NASB)
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2. Religion without Reality

b) hearts far from God (29:13)

• “their reverence for me consists of religion 
learned by rote” (NASB)

• what matters in worship is my heart
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2. Religion without Reality

b) hearts far from God (29:13)

Am I seeking to manipulate God by trying to 
manage his expectations according to my 

desires?
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3. A New Exodus?

What God will do in the future, is something he 
has already done in the past.

Jesus came to lead a new exodus.
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