FOR THE SCRIPTURE SAYS….
(ROMANS 9)

1. THE SOUL’S CONCERN (Rom.9:1-5)






1. THE SOVEREIGN’S CHOICE (Rom.9:16-29)
A. The Principles of Election




B. God’s Purpose




C. God’s Position




D. God’s Prophecies






1. THE SINGLE CRITERIA (Rom.9:30-33)



“Mercy has been extended to the Gentiles.  The Jewish people, who had been the stewards of the oracles of God had missed the coming of the Messiah.  When we are adopted into the family of God, we experience an affection from God that we have no claim upon.  There is nothing lovely in us in the sight of God, but He has been pleased in His mercy to call us His people, to adopt us into His family where we have no birthright or entitlement.  In Christ He calls us His beloved.  
The culture in which we live endlessly repeats the myth that God loves everybody equally, so it is no big thing to be loved by God. “Of course God loves us. He is a loving God.  God loves everybody.” To the contrary, to be loved by God is a privilege, not a birthright.  We have no claim on the love of God. Nothing is us would make Him desire us, yet He has, by His mercy, turned His affection to all who put their trust in Christ.
	We must understand the mystery of the doctrine of election in terms of election being “in Christ”.  We are not Christians while others are not because of any righteousness in us.  We are Christians by the sheer grace of God alone.  We might wonder why God redeems anyone.  The only answer I can provide is the great love the Father has for His Son.  The Father will not allow the Son to see the travail of His soul and not be satisfied.  Throughout John’s Gospel we see this taught from a different perspective.  There believers are a gift the Father gives to the Son.  Because the Father loves Christ, He gives Christ a people as His legacy and by God’s mercy we are included in that.”

							R.C. Sproul (Romans p.307)

